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HAPPY BIRTHDAY CALVARY!  

Calvary appreciates your prayers & financial support to help us 
sustain our ministry. You may donate online at  

calvarymadison.org or mail to Calvary. 

CALVARY LUTHERAN CHAPEL 
701 State Street, Madison WI 53703 • 608.255.7214 
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Calvary has chosen Jeremiah 29:11 
for our theme verse this year: “For I 
know the plans I have for you,” 
declares the Lord, “plans to prosper 
you and not to harm you, plans to 
give you hope and a future.” 
Jeremiah spoke these words to 
God’s people long ago, but they 
speak to us today as well. Through 
Jesus Christ, we do have a sure hope 
and a future - the hope of the 
Resurrection when Jesus returns to 
make all things new! God’s 
plans for us in Christ are truly 
amazing and eternal!   
     Calvary will be celebrating 100 
years as a congregation in 2020! 
Talk about God fulfilling His plans 
for sharing the love of Jesus in the 
UW campus! Calvary may have gone 
through many different “looks” of 
ministry over the years, but the 
mission and the congregation remain 
strong. Calvary now has about 90 
students that consider this their home 
congregation. On Sundays, we gather 
on average about 40 students to 
worship and receive God’s good 
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gifts to us in Christ. We have four 
Calvary Connection Groups in which 
over 20 students meet weekly as small 
groups for Bible Study, prayer and 
fellowship. Currently, we are studying 
Jeremiah & Lamentations. All four 
groups come together to meet every 
three weeks for Brunch & Bible on 
Saturday morning, where I have the 
opportunity to lead them in a large 
Bible Study on the material they have 
been discussing in their Connection 
Groups. Our Wednesday Worship 
Service is followed by a free dinner 
each week. We have 10-15 students 
come for this time of praise, worship 
and prayer. We are currently working 
through the book of 1 Peter as a basis 
for our messages. We still have a free 
lunch after each Sunday service, which 
is provided by some of the LCMS 
churches in the Madison area. It’s 
always an encouragement and a blessing 
to see students go from the sanctuary 
directly to the student center to share a 
meal and fellowship together each week.  
     Calvary would like to thank all of 
you for your continued prayer and 
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support of this vital congregation. We 
most certainly appreciate the prayers 
for us as we engage the UW Campus 
community with the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ and as we look to help with the 
needs of those who are homeless in the 
State Street Community as well. Calvary 
students will be working on making 
blankets to hand out to the community 
right outside our doors. They will also be 
distributing various winter clothing 
items that have been donated to us for 
this purpose. We covet your prayers as 
we are getting busier and busier each 
day of the week, as the congregation 
grows and the International Friendship 
Center continues to serve our community 
of internationals with free English 
classes, various events, and by sharing 
Jesus with them in Bible Studies. Calvary 
has gone from having no administration 
to having an almost full-time admini-
strator (29 hours a week) due to the foot 



 

 

 

STUDENT PERSPECTIVE 

When I think of Calvary Lutheran 
Chapel, there is no doubt in my mind 
that it is a place where I feel at home 
and, more importantly, a place where I 
can be myself. The greatest aspect about 
being part of the Calvary community is 
that I get to express and build my faith 
during church services, connection 
groups, leadership team meetings, and 
service projects, all while being around 
the people I have come to call family.  
     I walked into Calvary for the first 
time as a sophomore here at UW-
Madison, preparing to go on a mission 
trip through Calvary that I had heard 
about through a different Christian 
organization here on campus. During 
this mission trip to Houston, Texas, I 
quickly learned that Calvary is an 
accepting place with people that cannot 
be beat. It was through this mission trip 
that I was able to grow stronger in my 
faith and upon arrival back to Wisconsin, 
I knew that God had led me to Calvary 
for a reason. Today, I have an incredible 
group of friends at Calvary, work along-
side wonderful staff members as the 
Leadership Team President, and have 
grown in my faith threefold from when I 
began worshiping here.             
     Furthermore, I love Calvary because 
it has taught me that I can be Jesus’ 
hands and feet just steps from my front 
door. Part of our mission at Calvary is to 
serve the State Street community by 
assisting them with meals, clothing, and 
other essential items. I have had the 
opportunity to be a part of the State 
Street Committee for the past year, 
where we plan and prepare meals for the 
homeless community as well as engage 
in fellowship with these individuals. 
While engaging in conversation with 
members of the State Street community 
last fall, I was reminded that God is 
working in our lives in more ways than 
we know, and I cherish service oppor-
tunities like this. This year, we are 
taking this community fellowship to the 
next level, and I am beyond excited to 
see how I can not only grow in my faith, 
but influence others to grow in theirs as 
well! 
     Lastly, the theme verse for this year 
(continued next page)                                
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The International Friendship Center 
(IFC) continues to influence, inspire 
and impact the international students, 
scholars and their families through the 
16-18 English classes and Bible 
studies each week, along with the 2-3 
cultural events each month. Each sem-
ester (including the summer semester) 
100-150 international students are 
involved at the IFC ministry... 
connecting internationals to life in 
the U.S. and life in Jesus Christ!  
What a blessing to serve the campus 
community with the love of Jesus!  
     This past summer the Holy Spirit 
worked faith into the heart of a Chinese 
friend! Praise God! She shares her 
faith journey through these words: 
     I spent nearly a year in the United 
States, during which I came to know 
about Christianity. Although it was a 
short time, the impact Christianity had 
on my family and me was huge. My 
family of origin was quite complicated.  
My parents’ personalities were a little 
eccentric, which led to my out-of-
ordinary parental cultivating style to 
some degree. It was very difficult for 
me to trust others because I couldn’t 
help thinking that people around me 
would hurt me. I involuntarily felt 
anxious, fearful, angry. I hurt my 
family members, especially the person 
closest to me (my husband), then I was 
so guilty and regretful about what I 
had done, thus I pierced myself with 
much pain and remorse. But after 
spending time reading the Bible, it’s 

Once I Was Lost,  
But Now I Am Found! 
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better. So I do believe the Bible has 
influenced and transformed my life 
step by step. 
     I was a Buddhist before coming 
to the U.S. I was interested in the 
philosophical wisdom of the Buddhist 
scripture and tried to explore and 
follow it because I deeply longed 
for purity and peace of mind. But 
sometimes I could not get it clearly 
and vividly. To my surprise, last 
year when I stepped into church to 
worship for the first time, I was 
totally shocked by the mysterious 
atmosphere at that moment. As I 
sang hymns with the Christians, 
every pore of my body opened and I 
was deeply touched and choked up. 
I enjoyed the pastor’s preaching of 
the gospel, which led me to 
experience the fresh journey of 
significant 
life. I cannot help being attracted 
and inspired by the Bible. 
     One day, when I was at Memorial 
Library, I fell asleep in my chair 
and suddenly woke up, saying “God 
loves everyone.” At that very 
moment, I was totally shocked by 
that, and after a few seconds, I kind 
of realized what that was. The Holy 
Spirit visited me! I was so overjoyed 
that I needn’t have to struggle with 
my past anymore. So I resolutely 
stepped into church to worship 
again, and I was eager to share my 
holy experience with the pastor. 

(continued on page 4)  
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(continued from pg. 1) 
traffic and office work that needs to be done to keep up with ministry to our 
community. With this in mind, we also appreciate any financial support from you as we 
look to fund our fantastic staff - Joan Ostrowsky (administrative assistant), Judy Tang (IFC 
Director), and Josh Vaughn (music director).   
     Most of all, we thank our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, for His faithfulness to this 
Calvary congregation for almost 100 years and we pray for the Lord to continue the good 
work of sharing the Kingdom of God in this UW Campus! 
 
Pastor Dan 
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Fall is 
here 
and we 
are in full 
swing at 
Calvary! 
It’s great 
to see the 
students 

return as well as to meet all the new 
faces! Our Fellowship Lunches 
following Sunday Services began on 
September 8th. It’s always great to 
share a meal together. Calvary had a 
table at the UW Madison Student Org 
Fair on September 11th & 12th. Several 
new students attended our Sunday 
Worship on September 15th because of 
our presence at the Org Fair. How 
exciting! Our Connection Groups 
started on September 22nd. We have 
four Groups that meet weekly for 
Bible study, prayer, fellowship, and 
fun with fellow students! The groups 
are studying Jeremiah And 
Lamentations: Perseverance in Hope. 
Some topics will be: National 
Disgrace, The New Covenant, 
Faithfulness in Trials, and Joy in 
God’s Calling. Pastor Dan is leading a 
weekly Freshman Bible Study that 
started on September 26th. They are 

(Student Perspective cont’d) 
at Calvary Lutheran Chapel is Jeremiah 29:11: “For I know the plans I have for 
you,” declares the Lord, “plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give 
you hope and a future.” This verse has always been special to me as my 
confirmation verse and the verse I use in my everyday life as reassurance that God is 
in control. That being said, I can assure you that God led me to Calvary for a reason 
a few years ago, and ever since, this congregation has influenced me positively in 
more ways than I could ever have imagined. 

Erin Henrichs 
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enjoying a study on Job - Compassion 
in Calamity. It will cover topics such 
as Mystery of Suffering, Loss and 
Restoration, Role of the Accuser, and 
Hope in the Redeemer. On September 
17th, KFUO Radio interviewed Pastor 
Dan regarding the importance of 
campus ministry for the students he 
serves, and the celebration of 100 
years of campus ministry in Madison! 
Our Wednesday Night Fellowship 
Meals and Worship Services began on 
September 18th. Calvary’s Welcome 
Party was on September 20th. To 
celebrate our new students, we hosted 
a taco bar, board games, and a movie. 
A great way to start the new semester! 
     That was September! Now that 
October is here, we’re adding a few 
more things to our schedule. We 
kicked off our monthly Home 
Fellowships on October 4th. Some 
students say that this is their favorite 
function to attend as they can really get 
to know one another in a relaxed and 
friendly atmosphere. Our Brunch & 
Bible gatherings began on October 
12th. Students meet every three weeks 
to discuss the current Bible Study 
topics and enjoy brunch together. We 
had a Leadership Lock-In on October 
26th. There were ten students and staff 
present as we explored the concept of 
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leadership, particularly as it concerns 
the Church. We read portions of the 
book Trust & Teams together and had 
open discussions. We also took some 
time for fellowship, games and lunch.  
     Calvary is planning ahead for 
Christmas as well. On December 6th, 
some of our young women will be 
joining with other women and girls at 
Mount Olive Lutheran Church for their 
annual Advent by Candlelight event. 
At this event, they will take time to 
reflect on the message of Advent and 
prepare their hearts and minds for the 
celebration of our Savior’s birth. There 
will be hors d’oeuvres and dessert served 
as part of the evening of celebration. 
Then, on December 8th, Calvary will 
be having our annual Service of Lessons 
and Carols. There will be about 20 
students involved as we will have readers, 
instrumentalists and also a choir 
performing for the service. It's always 
a wonderful way to celebrate the birth 
of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. 
     As we make our way through the 
semester with all its busyness, we are 
thankful that the Lord is faithful to 
grace us with His presence and 
provision each step of the way! 

Joan Ostrowsky 
Administrative Assistant 
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I thank God for loving me and protecting 
me from the beginning of my life; thanks to 
Gus; thanks to the IFC for providing 
wonderful free English classes and Bible 
study. Not only has my English improved a 
lot, but the most important thing is that I 
can have an in-depth understanding of the 
Bible. Thanks to church and the wonderful 
services, which provided opportunities to 
know God’s Word, let me be aware of my 
sin, help me to follow God’s footsteps and 
transform my personality gradually. Just as 
the song goes, “Once I was lost, but now I 
am found.” 
I had to go back to China again for my job 
at the end of March this year. I solved the 
problem of my job thoroughly. I got a new 
job. What touched me during that time was 
that I found my parents had changed a lot in 
many aspects, such as the way and attitude 
of getting along with others and even the 
relationship with me. Thanks to God! In the 
end, I want to say to myself: “Do not take 
yourself seriously, but take God seriously;” 
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“Put the interest in others, not selfish 
ambitions;” “With a super humble 
heart, never be lacking zeal for God.” 
Through baptism, my sin is forgiven, 
and with the resurrection of Jesus, my 
new life will take root, sprout and be 
thriving inside me bit by bit. I can 
forgive my parents. I can love them 
much more than ever before. Our 
family will be more peaceful. I hope to 
be slow to anger. I will put more faith 
in our Almighty God! Follow His 
instructions! Obey His words! Forever 
and ever! Amen. 
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